" " understood my Chinese; but it scon be-. -
- “when Chinese troops opened fire on”

"runmedla

1 ofal professions. They were inspired -°

S me what they really’ _thought.” Some

| freedom was shoitlived and- ended . ‘ ‘
A statue mednt to symbollze democracy faces a portrait
-of Mao Zedong in Tiananmen Square n 1989.
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_'_Tlananmen

Two years ago Imet a Chinese student who ’

was entéring graduate school in thé' United
‘States. Ttold her I had been in Beijing dufing

" “64,” the Chinese shorthand for the ma.e.sacre,

of Jyne 4, 1989.

“What are you, tal]ung about?” she askecL S

At first I thought she might not have - -

came.clear that “Tune 4” meant nothing -
to her. I probably shouldn’t have been
-siiprised. -
" Inthe20years since that daym 1989_1 )

unarmed civitians néar Tiahanmen’
" Square, Chmesecensorshavemanaged
. to erase all mention of that tragedy
" from the country’stextbooksandstate-

. -Butforme, Tianamnen is unpossible

“to forget. As Beifing buseau ‘chief for -
‘The Post, I coveted the student demon-
_strations that began in mid- Apnl, ‘Ined’_ :
totrack a murky power struggle among

- top Chinese leaders and managed. a:

" 'small team of: young, Chmesespealqng .

American; reporters. .. T

+ .. What I remember bést was the sid- .-
s d- openness of many. Beijjing. citizens. -

. bythrongsof students calling for pofiti-
cal reform, média freedon{ and an end
" to “official profiteering.” : .

People I believed to be Commumst g
) Party supporters were siddenly telling.

~ who had been silent in the past even de-
- bated politics on'street corners. - .
- Inearly May, Chinése journalists pev; :
titioried for the right to report openly -
- on the Tiananmen protests, which'on A
May 17 swelled to' more than‘a million -
. people marching in the capital, Journal-
ists from.all the leading Chinese news-
. papers, incliding the People’s Daily,
- the' mouthplece of the Communist Par--
" ty, joined in, Thetr slogan was “Don’t
force us to lie.”
. For 2 brief penod, Chmese :ournal _
“ists were allowed toreport ohjectively
" on the student protests, But this press.

May 20 with. the imposition of martial
Taw and the entry of the Peop!e s Liber-
ation Army into Beijing. .

-Af first, ‘Beifing resxdents m.'mnmg make-' B
 shift barriers blocked the troops. But late on .
the evemng -of June 3, fanks, armored:

-personnel- carriers and soldiers Afiring auto-

. matic weapons broke throngh to the square.

The death toll quickly became a tabob sub-‘

: B jEC.t for Chmese medm.

Days to Remember

Chmese doctors and nurses who had open- -

ly sided with students on the square, and who

-had allowed reporters into operating rooms
to view'the wounded, came under pressure to
-conceal casialty ﬁgures .

ASSOUIATED PRESS

. ‘I”rananmen Square led me and a wlleague fo

a makeshift morgue, where we saw some 20
: bullet-tiddled bodies laid .out on a_cement

{loor. I later learned that the doctor was “dis--

" ciplined” for allowing us to view that scene. .

- A Chinesé joumahst I considered a friend -
-,-tned to convmce me that government este

Orie brave doctor at a hospital not far from -

" tnates of fever than 300 killed were correct
and that these in¢luded a large number of °
military and pohce casualties, I later learned
from colleagues of his that tI'us Jjournalist was
workmg for state securify. - o
- After comparing notes with others, my
“guess was that the actual death toll was
- at least ‘700, and that most of those
: lolled were ordinary Beijing residents.
- It's almost incredible that the Chi-
- nese govemment bas succeeded for. so
- long in_covering up a tragedy of thls
maghnitude. :
But for those who dosely monitbr the )
continued repression of civil liberties in
China — and the government's stran-
_ glehold on news deemted sensxtwe —
~it’snot surprlsmg
".. ‘Chinese authorities- contmue to in-
. tmndate reportets, block Web sites and
. jam broadeasts of outside news organi-.
- . zations. China is the world’s leading jail-
" er of journalists and cyber-dissidents.
Chinese youths are among the most
Web-sawy in. the world, But’ Chinese
_search engines, chat and blog ‘applica-
tions, as well as Internet ‘service provid-
. ers,are eqaipped with filters that block
out certain keywords incorporated ina -
blaekhst that is contmually updated.
‘China’s eensorship is multipronged, ..
sometlmes Jheavy-handed. and some-

. some’ ssues and shutting. it down on
others, such as Tiananmen,

- . Censors hold online service prowders
_ and Internet cafe owners responsible for . !
-the content that users read and post.-A,

small bloggmgsemce will usually et on
the side of caution rather than lose its li-
cense because of a debate aboitt June'd. -
Lines that cannot be crossed shift
_ from time to time, leaving citizens un- -
) certain and- therefore prone to self-
" censorship, . - |
‘The good news is that the hlackout
isn’t complete. We know from Radio

" Free Asia’s callin shows that some
_younger Chinese know just enough

about Tiananmen to want to learn more.

- I'work with several Chinese broad- -

casters who were students in Bejjing on -
. June 4, Many of them saw more than |

did. And they are here.to remind mé — . |

and many Chinese — of a hlsbory Wwe should '
hever forget '

The writer is executive edztor of the

' cong‘rasswnally  funded network Radio
-Free Asia, Hewas chief of The Post's
Bezjmg burmu ﬁ‘om 1985 to 1.990

times sophisticated, allowing debate on - |.




